
Second
Harvest
Food Bank
of East Tennessee

ANNUAL REPORT

2026
Fiscal Year

You Matter.

  SecondHarvestETN.org    ✆  (865) 521-0000      info@SecondHarvestETN.org

Created July 2026

Cover (top to bottom): Greeneview Farms in Campbell Co., 
Hickory Corner Farms in Claiborne Co., and our

Mobile Pantry in Blount Co.

https://www.secondharvestetn.org/
https://www.feedingamerica.org/


Serving Our Neighbors Since 1982

Mission

Vision

☑ Integrity  ☑ Community  ☑ Collaboration
☑ Accountability  ☑ Respect

Values

Leading the community in the fight to
end hunger.

229,980 East Tennesseans are at risk of 
hunger, uncertain where their next meal will 
come from. We’re working to change that 
statistic in 18 East Tennessee counties.

We envision adequate nutrition for a healthy life for 
adults, seniors, and children in our service area.

DEAR FRIEND OF THE FOOD BANK,

No one should have to wonder whether they can feed their family 
tonight. Yet every day across East Tennessee, children, parents, 
seniors, veterans, and hardworking families face impossible choices 
between groceries and life’s other necessities. Together, we make 
sure those neighbors don’t face those moments alone. 

Because of this community, hope became action. Together, we 
distributed 27.1 million pounds of food, helping provide 22.6 million 
meals to families across our 18-county service area. Every meal 
shared, every volunteer hour, and every dollar given told someone, 
“You matter.” 

Hunger’s often hidden in the places you’d least expect it; the upbeat 
family next door, your child’s best friend at school, or the veteran 
who never imagined needing help. Sometimes it’s a grandparent 
deciding whether groceries or medicine can wait until next month. 

Today, more families are asking for help for the first time. As we begin 
a new chapter, our promise to East Tennessee remains committed to 
serving every neighbor with dignity, compassion, and hope. 

Every day, we see the best of East Tennessee. Neighbors helping 
neighbors, farmers sharing their harvest, volunteers giving their 
time, and donors turning compassion into action. This year, as more 
families found themselves at risk of hunger, unexpected challenges 
left many without paychecks, wondering how they would make 
it through the month. Because of your generosity, we were able to 
respond immediately, delivering food, hope, and stability when it was 
needed most.

We believe hunger can be solved not by one organization, one donor, 
or volunteer, but by a community that refuses to look the other way. 

Thank you for being part of that community. 

ELAINE STRENO

Recently Retired
Chief Executive Officer

With Gratitude,

RACHAEL ELLIS

Chief Executive Officer
as of June 27, 2026Ken Baran, Owner of KSB Apiary, a 

farm partner in Claiborne County

Newman Family Farm
in Grainger County

KSB Apiary

Pictured: Former Second Harvest warehouse



830
partner

agencies

57+
farm

partners
(    )

229,980 East Tennesseans, including 1 in 5 children (60,180), are experiencing 
food insecurity according to Feeding America’s latest Map the Meal Gap Survey.

11,851,909
pounds
rescued

WE ARE 
HERE

27,138,458 overall pounds of food distributed

= 22,615,381 meals! the equivalent of 16 more
full-time staff! 229,980 reasons to serve

35,172
volunteer

hours
contributed

269,006
fleet miles

driven

7,389,132
produce
pounds

distributed

178,832
pounds

received in
food drives

more than 8,000 square miles

60
employees

33
vehicles

Egide, with
Beardsley Farm
in Knox County
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By purchasing food in bulk through 
Feeding America’s resources, 
procurement contracts, and local farms, 
we’re able to stretch every donated 
dollar up to five times its grocery
store value.

Food Sourcing & FAQHow do we do it?      (the food bank model)

Together!

Where does our food come from?
Did you 
know? We 
purchase 
much of the 
food we 
distribute.

every $1 donated = 
5x the impact!

your gift
matters

fresh produce, meat, dairy, bread, & more!

Pictured: Hydroponic lettuce at Town Creek Hydroponics in Claiborne County

This 
year, our 

volunteers 
packed 

1.4 million 
meals!

Food & funds are 
donated by

corporate sponsors, 
individual donors,

and the public.

Food is purchased
in bulk by Second 

Harvest and stored in
our 92k square foot

facility.

Volunteers
evaluate donated
product and pack

bulk goods.

Staff pull orders for
our agencies.

Food is distributed
through our network
of Partner Agencies
and Mobile Pantries 

across all
18 counties!

This cow is from Thompson 
Tender Beef in Knox County 
and wears a collar to track 

her nutrition, health,
and more.



“They [gave]
me quality food, 

supported me in 
vast areas of my 

troubled life, and 
never [gave] up on 

me.”

- Path of Hope 
Neighbor

“Food to feed 
my boys. It 

means life.”

- Neighbor

“Thank you 
for coming 
to our county 
... this pantry 
has been a 
blessing.”

- Neighbor

Food access programs providing 1,884,615 meals per month!

Food for Kids

15,821 kids
per week in 306

schools

Mobile Pantry

10,310
neighbors

served
per month

Empowerment
Services

Path of Hope
SNAP

Food Rescue

320+ donor
sites

Harvesting
Hope

381,771
farm pounds
distributed

Partner
Agencies

1,454,530
 neighbors

reached

School Pantry

19,982 neighbors 
served

Senior
Outreach

as many as 1,245 
homebound 

neighbors served
per month

We get [Food 
Rescue] every 

Monday and Thursday 
... it’s been put to 
good use. Without 
Second Harvest, we 

couldn’t do this.

new!
explore more about

our programs

“

Jackie Young, Pantry Leader of 
the Center at Western Heights 

Food Pantry in Knox County

This juicy strawberry is from Hometown Produce
(Thompson Farms) in Claiborne County.

https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/food-for-kids/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/mobile-distributions/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/empowerment-services/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/food-rescue/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/harvesting-hope/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/partner-agencies/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/school-pantry/
https://www.secondharvestetn.org/program/senior-outreach/


Chief Executive Officer Since June 2026

Rachael Ellis — Leading Second Harvest into its next chapter

“As we look ahead, our mission remains clear: to nourish our neighbors and strengthen the communities we 
call home. Every partnership we build, every volunteer who gives their time, and every donor who invests in 
this work helps create a future where no one has to face hunger alone.”

Executive Leadership Team

Julie Black, Chief Financial Officer
Rick Hessler, Chief Operations Officer
Shelley Ellis, Chief Impact Officer
Kristi Rule, Chief Development Officer

Board of Directors

David Owens (President) • David Keim (Vice President) • 
David Reynolds (Secretary/Treasurer) • Jacob Ogle • Patrick J. 
Birmingham* • Lori Hickok • Drew Everett • Bob Haralson* • 
John Ross • Jennifer Oswalt* • Tim McLemore

*Recently rolled off

$54,366,780*
Total Revenue

Funding Sources: Fiscal Year ‘26

$0.95 cents 
of every dollar 
donated goes 
directly to our 

food access 
programs.

Leadership & Board

Value of Donated Product: $34,548,482*

Public Support: $9,233,892*

Program Revenue: $3,924,828*

Grants + Government Funding: $2,833,733*

Events: $3,261,426*

Other: $564,418*

*Unaudited as of August 5, 2026

Efficiency 
rate

95%

Pictured: Valley Dream Farm in Knox County



FIGHT HUNGER.
FEED HOPE.

Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee
136 Harvest Lane
Maryville, TN 37801

Tennessee football player distributes 
food to our Knox County neighbors 
through our Mobile Pantry program.


