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33 Years of Service: Elaine’s Impact

laine Streno, our recentlyretired

CEO, handled tremendous
change during her 33-year tenure
with both grace and gratitude.

From overcoming the devastation
of a flooded warehouse to leading
a capital campaign, Elaine helped
guide our organization into a
larger, more efficient facility with
room to grow our impact for years
to come.

And grown it has! When she
started out, a gallon of milk was
$1.17, and a dozen eggs was $.87.

“To have a purpose of
helping feed [neighbors]
in East Tennessee is just an
honor,” said Elaine Streno.

The amount of food access
programs we offer has tripled, and
the pounds of food we provide
annually has gone from just under
a million pounds to 27,351,022.
That's 22,792,518 meals per year!

Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee

Our Food for Kids program, which
started with just 20 students in
Scott County, has grown to more
than 15,000 studentsin 18 counties.

As $5.00 cups of coffee and drive-
thru dinners became the norm,
she looked to expand the quality
of food being distributed by
focusing on purchasing food and

produce to ease the grocery bills
of families in East Tennessee.

After she spent a total of 306,804
hours in service to East Tennessee,
we bid farewell to Elaine's
leadership and carry on her work
with dignity for our neighbors. To
help us continue her impact, visit
shfbetn.org/gratitude.

Elaine addresses guests of Grace & Gratitude, an event honoring her impact.
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A Message from Rachael

Did you know East Tennessee loses farmland at
a rate of 10 acres per hour? Stepping into this role,
I'm proud to announce our newest food access
program, Harvesting Hope. It invests in local farmers
while increasing access to fresh, nutrient-dense food
for our neighbors experiencing hunger.

By purchasing directly from East Tennessee farms,
we support the region’'s agricultural economy,
strengthen the local food system, and ensure
families across our 18-county service area have access
to high-quality, locally sourced food. Thank you for
helping us plant seeds towards long-term hunger
solutions.

Volunteers'at our-Maryville warehouse pdack boxes
for homebound seniors.

Gratitude Corner

We're extending a big thank you to supporters
of our Food for Kids program through our recent
Pack the Bag campaign!
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Rdchael Ellis, CEO ofiSecond Harvest:

Tell Me Something Good

Thanks to the support of the community, your
food bankisreaching more homebound seniors
than ever before: as many as 1,245 per month.

Also, check out the meal below created by a
member of our Path of Hope program using
food we recovered through Food Rescue!

Path of Hope is part of our Empowerment
Services, which provide additional support
beyond what other food access programs cover.

Learn more about these programs by visiting
SecondHarvestETN.org/programs.

Meal ckeated by a neighbor in our Path of Hope
program using food recovered.from Food Rescue.

Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee

SecondHarvestETN.org

ungerdoesn’t stand a chance.

Recent Updates from Second Harvest Food Bank

Clean & Green at a Mobile Pantry

During our monthly Mobile Pantry in Grainger
County on April 13th, 2026, 189 neighbors from
93 households received greens grown in a non-
traditional way: hydroponically!

At Town Creek Hydroponics in Claiborne
County, a wide variety of lettuce and herbs are
grown year-round in a greenhouse using an
organic & water-only method.

Without the presence of soil or the need for
pesticides, the safety of these greens is top-
tier, and we're grateful for the opportunity to
provide them to our neighbors.

To help provide food like this to our neighbors,
visit SecondHarvestETN.org/give.

A growing peach inside of its pink flower cocoon.
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Volunteers at our monthly Mobile Pantry in Grainger
County distribute lettuce from Town Creek Hydroponics.

Flowers to Fruits

Did you know that nearly all fruits start as
flowers? Mountain Meadows Farm is a unique
farm partner of ours in Anderson County. They're
an orchard that produces peaches, plums, pears,
apples, blueberries, and blackberries. Pictured
is a growing peach inside of its pink flower
cocoon.

The owner, Shannon Meadows, worked with our
Food for Kids program last year to put apples
and pears in backpacks, in addition to working
with local food pantry Partner Agencies.

We look forward to sharing more farm
partners soon, and are so grateful for these
partnerships! To read more about our farmers,
visit SecondHarvestETN.org/recent-updates.

Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee
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Future of the Food Ba

Back-to-School Bites

Employer-Matched Gifts

' _ Many companies offer matching gift
As we hunt for school supplies to help our kids programs that double, or even triple,

start off the academic year strong, it's important to employee donations. It's a simple way
remember a tool even more crucial than #2 pencils: . .
to increase your impact (at no extra

meals. i
cost to you) and help more neighbors

1in 6 children will experience food insecurity in the experiencing food insecurity.
2026-2027 school year. Your support ensures we can

continue our Summer Food for Kids program for the Your generosity matched means more
remainder of the summer, and kick-start our Food meals, and more hope.
for Kids program to send bags home with students.

See if your employer participates in a
Additionally, our Harvesting Hope program will matching gift benefit by visiting:
support families experiencing hunger as we enter

a new school year. In addition to providing meals for

our neighbors, this program allows Second Harvest SecondHarvestETN.org/give
to serve as an agricultural partner for more than 50

East Tennessee farms.

Fight Hunger. Feed Hope.
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